2                              JEAN SIBELIUS.

district of Lapptrask in the middle of the eighteenth
century. In the course of time their descendants
had adopted the Swedish language and customs
and the Swedish strain had recently been accen-
tuated by Dr. Sibelius' father having married the
daughter of a doctor, who had immigrated from
Sweden. On his mother's side the boy Sibelius
traced his descent from a family of soldiers,
government officials and clergymen, in which
Finnish and Swedish blood had mingled in the
course of centuries. The boy who saw the light
of day in the town on the shore of Lake Vanajavesi
was, therefore, undoubtedly, of mixed extraction.

The question of Jean Sibelius' descent as a basis
for theoretical speculations as to what nationality he
should rightly belong to, did not interest Sibelius
himself in the least: in his opinion environment,
tradition and personal conviction signify at any
rate as much as descent, especially in a country
where there is so much mixture of races as in
Finland. As a character in which sincerity is the
principal element, he has in his life and deeds
unequivocally confessed his attitude towards the
battle of nationalities. Though coming from
families whose language and culture had been
Swedish for generations, he associated himself
enthusiastically in a time of strong patriotic
revival with the national Finnish movement and,
with the unerring intuition of genius, found means
of expressing, besides the multiplicity of new